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Why Water?

The Water & Sanitation Crisis in Haiti

“The water and sanitation situation in Haiti is among the most dire in the Western hemisphere. According to the WHO/UNICEF 2012 
Joint Monitoring Program report, 85% of urban residents and 51% of rural residents have access to improved water services. Access to an 
improved sanitation facility is extremely low in both urban (24%) and rural (10%) areas of the country.

Haiti is considered a water-stressed country. Total available water resources per capita are about 1,660 cubic meters (just under the 1,700 
threshold). Less than 1% of these resources are in use. Groundwater potential exists in the mountainous areas and in some coastal areas, but 
accessing this has been a challenge for many communities. Few water treatment facilities are properly functioning for the general public 
in the country. Soil erosion and deforestation have also contributed to diminished water quality. Moreover, Haiti’s seasonal rainfall patterns 
provide too much rain for some during segments of the year and too little for others during the dry season.” - www.water.org

What we’re doing

Our Justice Water team is dedicated to work together with local 
people to improve the water and sanitation conditions in Haiti. 

In one week our team can train a group  of local people to build a 
rain catchment tank that will provide 150 people with clean 
drinking water. In one week our team can help a family build a 
latrine for their home. In one day our we can teach children how 
to build a hand-washing station for an orphanage with 50 
people. In one afternoon our team can teach children about 
the importance of good sanitation and hygiene habits. 
 

http://www.water.org
http://www.water.org


Projects and Training 

Justice Water projects have impacted 4140 people. We’ve trained of 778 people with a total of 4878 people reached.
We’ve taught 6 Little Ripples teachings and have trained 4 YWAM Discipleship Training Schools.

21 Rain Catchment Tanks3 Latrines 4 Hand Pumps2 Hand washing Stations



Stories of hope

Highlight story of 2011

Expecting a giant, gaping hole or a 
leveled rain tank foundation, I turn the 
corner to see a fully operating rain 
catchment tank. I listen and interpret as 
best I can…”There was a small hole…” 
as the pastor points to the tank…”but, 
we were able to patch it up easily”. My 
mind d id a tu rn . What? I was 
embarrassed. Why would I expect 
anything less from these amazing 

If you take a right and head down a little 
road, still overpopulated with burning trash 
piles and people selling Cokes, you will find 
a small church. This church is one of the first 
places Justice Water built a rain catchment 
tank. We park our car and meet a pastor that 
Ryan lovingly calls “Eddy  Murphy” (He looks 
just like him!). He takes his hand and begins 
to walk to the tank to show us all.

“We pulled into City de Soleil with the 
w indows ro l l ed down, l i s ten ing to 
“Somebody That I Used to Know” in my 
iPod. The grime in the air seemed to stick to 
my skin even quicker than I remembered. 
Little brown kids ran into the street, 
screaming with bliss “Blanc!” “Blanc!”

That tank. Oh, I remember that tank. Last 
year, we struggled to finish it with the crew 
we had. It felt impossible trying to rope 
Haitians in from that community. Determined 
to finish the project, we pressed on. Sifting 
“sand” that was really white rock; working in 
the smallest work space ever for such a 
large tank; guttering and trying to get out 
before sun down (it is City Solei, after all).

Hope grew in my heart. Haiti is not what 
it used to be. And, its certainly  not what 
it used to be to me. I look to my left. I 
greet Santia, Widline and Mirline. These 
three girls were students in a YWAM 
school, which we taught last summer in 
Port-Au-Prince. They are ecstatic to see 
our group (some of their fel low 
students!). I take note of the amazing 
men and women I am standing with- 
Haitian, American and Canadian. We 
worked with almost all of them on that 
very  tank last year, barely  knowing one 
another. Now, I call these people my 
family.”

- Stephanie Robinson



Stories of hope

Highlight story of 2012

“This week, we were able to teach about 
hand washing, using fun skits and glitter. 
Kids were able to practice washing their 
hands, as well.

The next few days were spent playing 
with these precious children as well as 
teaching them about the amount of 
water it would take to wash their hands 
on a daily basis. Jamie and Zach did a 
great job using the Little Ripples 
curriculum to teach about how to make a 
tippy tap. They gathered some of the 
kids together and were able to build a 
much needed one by the bathrooms.

Once we taught them, we shouldn’t have 
been surprised when they came up  with 
better foot taps and used string instead 
of wire. It was amazing to see kids lining 
up  to use it, even when no one was 
watching them.

Since then, we’ve returned to the 
orphanage and seen that everyone has 
continued to use the tippy tap!”



Stories of hope

Highlight story of 2013

“Something amazing happened the 
past few weeks of us being in 
Papaye, Hinche, Haiti. We were able 
to empower and teach some 
amazing local men and women in 
the community. As we continued on, 
there were three men who stood out 
to us as people who wanted to learn 
more, serve more and become 
more. These guys went on to finish 
out the tank in their own community 
and agree to go into the community 
of Laby, a nearby village.

We had the chance to talk with them, 
to share with them. And, turns out, life 
is sometimes the same for someone 
who lives in a one bedroom house and 
for someone who is from the USA. We 
are all hurt, we are all sick, we are all 
looking for a protector…we all want to 
be good at something. We have all 
been hurt by people we thought love 
us. And, hopefully, we have all met 
people who give us hope. These guys 
give us hope and for whatever reason, 
we were able to do the same for them.”



Stories of hope

The #7 Orphanage 

We are now brainstorming about 
farming and schooling and more ways 
we can help. The Pastor is just 
beginning to allow himself to dream 
and see things that he could do 
differently. It’s amazing to see how our 
journey with them all started with 
water. 

We are beyond thankful for this little 
community. It has shown us what it 
means to develop leaders by walking 
with them and being sensitive to what 
they need. We are excited to continue 
this partnership in years to come!

“In a country where many westerners 
come into a situation and attempt to 
impose their agenda on a community 
or orphanage in need, we wanted to 
be different. We began with what we 
knew- water. We have started to 
meet the needs of this special place 
over the past few years, but always 
being sure to respect the desires of 
the Pastor in charge. We have 
successfully  capped a well, which 
was a huge hazard for the children. 
Now it has a man-powered pump to 
pull up water. We also built a rain 
catchment tank, which gives the 
children some access to clean water.  

Through our water efforts, we have 
now been invited into the Pastor and 
his wife's lives, as well as the lives of 
the children. We have made an effort 
to learn to speak Creole and have 
experienced much together with 
these people. They are our family  in 
so many ways.



Project Follow-Up

Let this be an example to us all to 
not underestimate someone who is 
given stewardship  of a l i t t le. 
Dominicans want to change and 
they know their need. What they 
need, really, is a few people to 
believe in them enough to train and 
empower them for the long haul. So 
thankful to be a part of this story.”

-Stephanie Robinson

"We build homes, but sometimes the 
locals don't know how to build 
themselves latrines." This is a 
statement that welcomed us to the 
San Pedro area in the Dominican 
Republic. A  wonderful ministry that 
works there provides homes for 
marginalized people, such as single 
mothers, widows, orphans and the 
like. However, in their quick attempt to 
build a home and their strict budget, 
they assumed that the people 
surrounding the area would be able to 
create their own latrine. This is why 
we were pleased to partner with them. 

The latrine build for this wonderful 
family started off by getting local guys 
to chisel through the rock. We then 
g a t h e r e d a s m a n y n a t i o n a l 
Dominicans as we could to teach 
them about how to make the lid of 
the latrine, as well as the bowl. Some 
days we drew quite a crowd. 

At the end of our time there, we had 
a completed, though barebones, 
latrine. We also had trained a few 
people to continue on their way and 
complete more of these bad boys. 
One thing we weren't accounting for 
was the power of the empowered 
family that moved into that house.

Fast forward a year and a half, and 
we were in San Pedro again. Ryan 
thought it would be amazing to go 
with the guy we built it with, Jose Luis 
(Justice Water staff starting 2014!) 
and check on the results. When they 
got there, they couldn't believe the 
transformation that had occurred. 
The bare-bones latrine was now an 
outhouse- complete with a porcelain 
toilet bowl and shower!

Latrine Build  
San Pedro, DR



Training Follow-Up
Now, when we are in his area, we call him. When we think of 
who we can count on and trust in that area, we think of him. And, 
we believe when he thinks of people who both love him and his 
family, and people he can count on- he thinks of us. We are 
incredibly  thankful for such an awesome and redemptive story. 
We invest in people- because projects only last for a bit- but a 
leader and person after God's own heart- last for a long time.

The Georges Family

We met Pastor Georges and his wife, 
Shelley, on the first day we ever 
traveled to Haiti. At the time they 
were expecting their first child 
together and they were excited to 
host us. We spent our first month in 
Haiti with these contacts- people who 
lived in Haiti and were not worried 
about shielding anyone from what 
would be considered the "horrors" of 
authent ic Hai t i . We saw and 
exper ienced amaz ing th ings - 
including aiding in the birth of 
Shelisha, their daughter who was 
born in a tent city 2 weeks after we 
got there. As we continued to spend 
more time with this family, one thing 
was for certain: they were lost. They 
were trying to fit a stereotype that 
they  believed westerners wanted 
them to meet, while they themselves 
forfeited their desire to be good, 
honest people. We left them upset, 
angry and confused- and continued 
on our mission. Luckily, that is not 
how the story ends. 

  Some of us Justice Water folks 
decided to continue working in Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic, and we 
ended up  meeting Pastor Georges 
and his family in a training school in 
the Dominican Republic. God had 
met him, and he was pleased to see 
us again. We encouraged them to 
continue to get further discipleship 
and training and we checked on them 
quite a bit. A relationship  was started 
once more; this time an honest one. 
We kept in touch with the family 
t h roughou t t he i r t ime i n t he 
Dominican Republic. 

We also kept in touch with them when 
they decided to move back to Haiti. 
This was their chance to go back to 
their old ways- and instead- they 
c o n t i n u e d o n t h e p a t h o f 
righteousness. They moved to an 
impoverished, mountainous village 
without access to water. We were 
once again able to partner with him as 
we brought a rain catchment tank and 
training up  to his community. We have 
moved from acquaintances to friends 
to brothers and sisters in the Lord all 
in a matter of 3 years.



Meet the team

Justice Water Haiti/DR has 
b e e n b l e s s e d t o w o r k 
alongside so  many amazing 
people and ministries on the 
island.  Each and every person 
has played a huge part in the 
success of our ministry and we 
want to thank all of you.

Here are our full time faces!

Jenessa Peters
Administrative Supervisor/Creole 
Speaker Extraordinaire/Baby 
Lover/Extreme Behind the Scene-r

Stephanie Robinson 
Little Ripples Leader/Curriculum 
Writer/Self-less leader/
Compassionate heart 

Ryan Robinson 
 Region Director/Head Innovator/
Risk Taker/Clean Water Lover/
Justice Seeker

Zach Smalls
Intern Leader/Thrill Seeker/National 
Engaging/Fun Loving/Truth Seeker

Jesselyn Prophet
Children's Intern/Creative Thinker/
Hard Worker/Sacrificing Friend

Rony Larose
Intern to Director Route/Family Man/
Loves his country/Loves the Lord

Jacques Smith
1 year Intern/Hard worker/Business 
Minded/Ready to do his dreams

Philipson Georges
Intern to Director Route/Dreaming 
and believing/Singing and caring



Meet the team

We acknowledge that without 
our extended community, we 
are without a group of world 
changing, family members! 
Thank you to our extended 
Justice Water Hispaniola family!

Kona Family: KJ and Bryan Appelt, Jon and Elin Morris, Murphy Family and David and Melina Enge

Summer 2012
Shout out to: Dax 
and Rachel Fears, 
Stephen Davidson, 
Josiah Zimmerman,  
and James Boyce.

Port au Prince 
DTS
Shout out to: Dani 
Harriot and Asha 
Chan.Jenna 
Menefee and 
Rachel and 
Lawrence English

San Pedro
Shout out to: DTS 
students and staff, 
Malcom and Yanet 
Taylor, Jaime 
Weakly, Julie 
Harrison, Jose Luis 
Cotes and Ellson.

Azua Family
Shout out to: DTS 
students and staff, 
Rodney and 
Rhodes Gephart, 
Vanessa, Tamara, 
D’joudy, Florine, 
Joane and 
Blondine.

World Grace 
Mission
Shout out to: Mr. 
Kim

2013 Team
Shout out to: Katie 
and Bernard 
Cajuste, David 
Sanon, Mystere 
and Marguenite, 
Willis, Asnite, 
Rebecca Cooley 
and Drue DeNeefe.


